
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Principal’s Message 

 
May has arrived and it will be filled with 

lots of fun! First on the line-up is the 20th 

year anniversary of Run, Jump, and Throw 

on Friday, May 3rd.  This annual event has 

become an icon in our community, and we 

recognize all the hard work it takes to make 

this day so special for our students and 

those coming to visit from other schools.  

Teacher Appreciation Week begins May 6th. 

Please join Mrs. Elliott and me as we take a 

week to dedicate our recognition of all the 

hard work our teachers do throughout the 

school year.  

Our students in grades 3-5 have been very 

busy taking the Maryland State 

Assessments. While it has impacted our 

schedules a bit, we are looking forward to 

getting the testing complete and going back 

to normal schedules. 

 Schedule outlooks include: May 10th-last 

day of Chessie, May 20th & 21st-

Kindergarten Conferences, May 24th-

Chessie Carnival, May 27th-School closed for 

Memorial Day, and May 29th- Field Day. 

Congratulations are going out to: Callie 

Hallinin (ACC 2) for her nomination for 

Excellence in Education Teacher of the Year 

and to Melissa Corso for the Northern 

County’s Excellence in Education Award. 

We hope you have been able to enjoy some 

sunshiny days as we go into our final days 

of the school year. Please stay tuned for 

upcoming June events including our plans 

for students to share their memory books 

they have been working on throughout the 

school year. You will receive a special 

invitation for these once plans are 

completed.  

 

Dr. Prater, Principal 

Mrs. Elliott, Assistant Principal 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Ridgeway Elementary School 
Riding High to Excellence 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The Ridgeway family encourages community involvement, values learning, and promotes character. 

 

VISION STATEMENT VALUES 

Every student at Ridgeway will be productive members of our world by displaying: 

❖ Competence toward rigorous standards assessed through ongoing state and school-based assessments. 
❖ Compassion as students develop values and demonstrate a caring affect. 
❖ Confidence as they develop and demonstrate the ability to persevere through complex tasks and to accept challenges. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

                     STUDENT DROP OFF 
 

Just a reminder that school begins daily at 8:55 AM.  
Our doors open for students at 8:35 AM. We would like 
to ask that you please be mindful of the time that you 
drop your students off at school; particularly during the 
cold winter months. Thank You! 
 

 
 
 
 
   

5TH GRADE PROMOTION 

CEREMONY 

June 13, 2019 

 

 

 
 

School Safety 
 

This is a reminder. When entering the 
building, do not hold the door open for 

the person behind you. When exiting the 
building, do not let visitors in until you 
are sure that the office has given entry 
approval. Thank you for your support in 

keeping our school safe. 
 
 

 
 

 

Helpful Hints for Healthy Students 

• Hot weather is coming! Encourage 

students to drink water—especially after 

outdoor recess and gym. 

• Encourage students to wash hands (often) 

after outdoor recess to remove pollen and 

other allergens. Discourage the touching 

of eyes/faces.  

• Some students may benefit from rinsing 

their faces and eyes after outdoor recess 

as well! 

• Please escort any student experiencing 

persistent shortness breath and/or 

coughing, wheezing, etc. to the Health 

Room immediately.  

• Keep a careful eye on our students with 

asthma! 

We hope by taking these preventative 

measures, we can reduce the amount of 

missed class time! 
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What’s happening at RidgeWay? 
 
ACC I and II –   

ACC1:  ACC-1 is busy doing many different science projects! We are planting and 

taking care of our flowers in our garden and keeping a butterfly kit in our classroom! 
We started our butterflies as little caterpillars and will release them once they emerge 
from their chrysalis’ so that they can join our beautiful garden outside. We will also be 
taking part in two very big school-wide events. To start May, we will participate in 
“Run, Jump and Throw!” At the very end of May, we will have our Field Day! May will 
be full of hands-on activities and movement. Our May Unique Curriculum is all about 
Earth and Space Science! We will be exploring Earth and Space through the various 
leveled texts from our curriculum. In Math, we will be conducting a student survey 
about amazing places around the world. We will take this data down and then create a 
bar graph as a whole group! We are looking forward to a Marvelous May! 

ACCII: Throughout May and June in ACC 2 we will be exploring Earth and Space 

Science across all academics. In ELA, we will be reading “I Can Help” and “Finding 

Resources”. Students will learn about how they can help save the Earths non-renewable 

resources by reducing, reusing, and recycling. We will be focusing on science 

experiments that teach students how to develop a hypothesis, follow a procedure, and 

collect data. One lesson focuses on mining cookies. Here, students will use tools to 

extract different ingredients within the cookie to mimic finding resources in real-life. 

Students will be using this same them across math when adding, subtracting, 

multiplying, dividing, telling time, building fractions, making change, and rounding 

numbers. At the very end of the year, students will get to celebrate our 

accomplishments by viewing a slide-show and participating in an award ceremony in 

ACC 1 and 2. We cannot wait to enjoy this last month before summer.   

Kindergarten – Kindergarten May/June News 

We are looking forward to the wonderful weather May will bring.  With that warmer 
weather, make sure your child has sun block on for when we are outside.  We will be 
learning about ways that we can make the world a better place.  In math, we will 
continue to work on tens and ones and introduce fluently adding and subtracting 
within 10.  Remember that we have Kindergarten conferences on May 20th and 
21st.  School will be closed for Kindergarten students only on these days. Kindergarten 
will be stopping this month as well but be on the lookout for a home project to wrap up 
the school year. We will continue to work hard in class to prepare ourselves for the 
upcoming school year.  
 

FIRST- Wow, it’s hard to believe this year is quickly coming to an end! Our field trip to 

the farm will be on Friday, May 10th.  Please encourage your child to persevere and do 

their very best in school during the last marking period. 
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Language Arts: Theme 4: I Am Curious About How People Overcome Challenges/Math- 
Data and Measurement, M2- Measurement, telling time, adding 2-digit numbers. Social 
Studies: Needs and wants, Goods and Services, Inventions and Inventors. 
 
Thank you for all of your support during this school year! Best wishes for next year!  
   

SECOND- Wow! It is hard to believe it’s already May! Time has flown by in second 

grade. In math, the students continue to practice solving one and two step word 

problems with regrouping. We are also beginning our data collection unit, involving 

creating and interpreting different types of graphs. The students are hard at work in 

Language Arts as well, continuing to build the skills and processes needed to move on 

to the next reading level. With the unpredictable spring weather, please encourage your 

student to wear layers or to bring a light jacket to school. Please also check in with your 

student to see if any of their school supplies need to be replenished in this last stretch 

of the school year. We know the rest of the 4th quarter will be fantastic, and 

summertime is just around the corner! 

Third - During our Language Arts unit, students will be working on making 

inferences, summarizing, comparing and contrasting and story structure. Students will 

be taking the language arts PARCC test the first week in May. In Math students will be 

working on geometry as well as area and revisiting multiplication and division.  In 

Science students will learn about engineering and design.  In Social Studies, students 

will be working on an environmental literacy project.   

Fourth - We are into the final stretch! Fourth graders will continue to strengthen 

their reading strategies and comprehension by reading novels. We will also review 

fiction and non-fiction skills before the end of school.  In addition, our students are 

finishing their poetry collections to share at the end of the year. In Math we will be 

tackling algebra through Hands-On Equations, as well as focusing on some problem-

solving strategies.  In Social Studies we are learning about the effect of immigration on 

Maryland, the Civil Rights era in our state, and Maryland government and 

citizenship.  Science will explore sources and uses of energy, as well as developing our 

skills as engineers.    

From May 6-8, students will demonstrate their knowledge on the ELA PARCC exam. 

Please make sure your child has a pair of headphones at school for the test. Also, a good 

night’s sleep and healthy breakfast will help them succeed.  

Our field trip to Fort McHenry will take place on Tuesday, May 21. Please send in 

permission slips and money by May 10.  

Fifth- Fifth Grade News:  

Writing:  In Writing we are focusing on nonfiction writing related to government and 

law.  Students will use a variety of resources to write and present focused research 

reports.  
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Social Studies:  For the 4th quarter, students will be exploring the foundation of our 
national government:  In this “We the People Unit”, students will identify the origins 
and structure of our federal government, starting with the Articles of 
Confederation.  We will discuss how the Revolutionary War impacted colonial 
governments and their constitutions. 
  
Language Arts:  Students will use the literary and informational text to engage students 
in the developing solutions through creativity. The texts in this unit are specific to the 
development of secret codes and inventions in order to highlight the creativity involved 
in solving specific problems. During this unit, students will have read multiple texts 
that will enable them to compare and contrast stories in the same genre on their 
approaches to similar themes and topics, as well as integrate information form several 
texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. By 
the end of this unit, fifth grade students will understand how creative thinking can help 
them solve problems.  
  
Science:  Students will define a simple design problem reflecting a need or a want that 
includes specified criteria for success and constraints on materials, time, or cost. We 
will explore how human water consumption impacted the Earth and how humans get 
clean drinking water. Students will design a simple water filter and explore to 
desalinate water. 

 

MEDIA- Summer is coming! For the months of May and June, we will work on STEM 

related projects, view the book fair, and work on finishing up our year strong in media 
with a variety of lessons.  Congratulations to those students who can participate in the 
Chessie Carnival. Keep reading!  Don’t forget to join this year's summer program 
through the public library. They have lined up some exciting new performers, 
programs and prizes for participants.   
 

Physical Education- The year is coming to a close and that means it is time to 

start thinking about Field Day. This year field day is scheduled for Wednesday 

May 29th. Field Day can’t be a success without the help of parent volunteers to run the 

stations. If you are available to help please look to volunteer to run a station this year. A 

signup genius will be coming out later in the month. Until then please save the date. 

In the meantime, the students will be playing a Ridgeway Favorite "Pirate Battleship" in 
PE working on a variety of different skills from teamwork, problem solving, throwing, 
catching, while increasing muscular strength and endurance.  

Art- Fifth grade artists will paint a self portrait, they will also explore the 

elements and principles of art.  

 Fourth grade artists will draw and color an Egyptian symbol as well as make 
an Egyptian bookmark. 
Third grade artist will draw and watercolor paint a cruise ship.  
Second grade artists will draw and watercolor paint a time machine. They will also 
draw where their time machine takes them.  
First grade artists will collage a slice of watermelon using magazines. They will also 
learn about cave painting and create a cave drawing.  
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Kindergarten artists will listen to a story that Mrs. Howard wrote and illustrated and 
then draw and pan paint a silly monster of their own creation.  
--The following artists have their artwork on display at the Annapolis Mall. the exhibit 
runs through May 13th... 
Kiana Watkins. Eleanor Higley, Michelle Osae Addo, Jude Quarantillo, Josephine 
Henry, Amelia Westenberg, Nyla Williams, Aaron Williams, Seraphina Arroyo, Ana 
Lucia Ten Eyck, Zoya Nafees, Halid Memic, Rianna Jennifer, Lucia Ballard Emelyn 
Vivar, Claudia Green, Josephine Dunn, Dominion Ajayi, Duke Dawson, Lylah Allen, 
Sasha Stanley, Skylar Hinerman and Devin Myers.   

 

MUSIC- Instrumental and Choral students are continuing to prepare for their 

Spring concerts.  Please note the dates below.  Mr. Bosch and Mr. Fisher look forward 

to seeing as many of you at the student concerts who can attend.  Mark your calendar! 

Band/Strings Concerts:   

Strings/Band- Wednesday, June 5, 2019 at 2:15 p.m. 
Strings - Wednesday, June 5, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
Band - Thursday, June 6, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.  
Chorus Concert:  Tuesday, June 4, 2019 at 2:15 and 7:00 p.m. 
Concert Dress:  Dress white shirt, dress black pants, black shoes; girls may wear a solid 
black skirt or a solid black dress. 

 

SPEECH-  

MAY SPEECH & LANGUAGE UPDATES 

Hello from Mrs.Tettey and Mrs. Groff! Here are some ideas to help with carry-over of articulation and 
language and goals for MAY 
Theme: Spring and Holidays  
Vocabulary targets Level 1: spring, flower, plant, grow, sunshine, weather, holiday, soldiers  
Vocabulary targets Level 2: pedal, solar, humid, seasonal, Memorial Day, weed, foliage, honor, 
serve  
Articulation Ideas: 
-Ask your child to describe his or her favorite spring activity while using the correct sounds 
-While discussing Memorial Day and why soldiers are important, talk about them while having your 
child use his/her “good sounds” 
-See if your child can come up with 5 spring words that has his/her sound 
Language Ideas: 
-Read a spring books to your child. Ask your child one question about each page of the book. 
-Have your child describe what it looks like outside 
-Create a Memorial Day craft or card with your child by giving him/her step by step instructions 
 

 

 

 



GUIDANCE- Spring has sprung! We are all getting so excited about the warmer weather. 

Sometimes in our excitement, we have to be reminded to stop and think before making impulsive 

choices. Please remind your student(s) to always be kind because we never know what anyone else 

is going through. Our third through fifth graders especially have a lot weighing on them as they are 

steadily taking the PARCC test. Let's all support these hard workers by continuing to encourage them 

to do their best and not to stress about the rest! A good breakfast and a good night's sleep is 

really the best gift we can give our students!   

I'm looking forward to so much fun ahead! We will get to meet some of our new kindergartners at 
Kindergarten Orientation! If you have or know any future kindergartners, they can be registered in the 
main office. We have our annual Run, Jump, and Throw as well as Field Day coming up! Please do 
your best to maintain consistent attendance throughout this last marking period as to not miss out on 
any of the fun ahead!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student of 
the Month for showing Honesty. 

 

ACC  
Ms. Hallinin – Jesse M & Caleb D. 
Ms. D’Angelo – Molly V. 
Kindergarten  
Mrs. Anderson – Carlos W. 
Ms. Corso – Savannah H. 
Ms. Schiller – Evelyn T. 
Ms. Webb – Madelyn H. 
Mrs. Sweitzer – Ajsa M. 
First Grade  
Mr. Birus –Michael S.  
Mrs. Clark – Matthew O.A. 
Mrs. Quarantillo – Sahid H.  
Mrs. Choo –Julio R. 
Second Grade  
Mrs. Brown – Leo A.S. 
Ms. Johnston – Aiden S. 
Mrs. Pinckney – William B. 
Mrs. Ward – Reya J. 

Third Grade  
Ms. Potts – Carson B. & Francis D. 
Ms. Downie – Michael S.O. 
Ms. Heisman –Abigail H. 
Ms. Ryan – Troy W. 
Mrs. Zak – Malachi S. 
Fourth Grade  
Mrs. Carrigan – Jayla R. 
Ms. Stepien – Aaron W. 
Ms. Tran –Nathan T. 
Mrs. Sym – Madden F. 
Fifth Grade  
Mrs. Bell –Elliott J. 
Ms. Toth – Delaney H. 
Mrs. Kent-Sherie R. 
Mrs. Stanton –James H. 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

Wednesday, May 1                      5th grade Panoramic picture 

 

Monday, May 6                            PTA Meeting 6:30pm 

 

Monday, May 6-10                       Teacher Appreciation Week 

 

Wednesday, May 8-10                 Book Fair (Wednesday Night-Family Night) 

 

Thursday, May 16                        Nando’s Peri-Peri Fundraiser 

 

Mon/May 20 &Tues/May 21        Spring Conferences for Kindergarten 

 

Friday, May 24                             Chessie Carnival 

 

Monday, May 27                           Memorial Day- All schools and offices closed 

Wednesday, May 29                    Field Day    

Monday, June 3                           PTA Meeting 6:30pm 

Tuesday, June 4                          Chorus Concert 2:15pm & 7:00pm 

Wednesday, June 5                    Strings/Band Concert 2:15pm 

                                                      Strings Concert 7:00pm 

Thursday, June 6                         Band Concert 7:00pm 

Thursday, June 13                       5th grade Promotion Ceremony 

 

Friday, June 14                            Scheduled last day of school for students 
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